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that can be said with certainty is, that as towns
grow to dimensions never dreamed of as possible, it
must be increasingly difficult for a few men, however
brilliant, to give direction to the thought of the whole
urban community. What, however, can admit of no
doubt is, that if wealth and numbers and uniform
habit of life and speech and opinion may tend to set
aside genius or cramp originality even when they act
on a small coterie, they are incomparably more
calculated to exercise an influence for evil upon the
masses. The dweller in a great city is tending
more and more to become a very small part of a
very vast machine. It is not only that his daily
work is less varied, and makes less demands on
resource and fertility of expedient than it did, but
his whole horizon is narrowed. Put, on the one
hand, the elevating influence of the State school,
which has taken him through a primary reader
series, and add, it may be, an occasional visit to the
museum; and assume, on the other hand, what is
becoming more and more a fact, that the artisan's
daily walk from the house to the factory represents
his knowledge of God's earth; that he has never
wandered by the seaside, or in the woods ; knows
nothing such as village children know of life in the
hedges and the farmyard ; never sees the dawn
whiten and flush over heather, or has looked up at
the stars except through an intervening veil of
smoke and fog. Does any man dream that an
excursion train, with its riotous mirth and luncheon-
baskets, and few hours' freedom to stand on a pier
or stroll through the streets of a country town, can
compensate to millions of human beings for nature
quite shut out ? What kind of children will those